by Bill Streever
The Corps and others have intentionally used dredged material to create or restore salt marshes since 1969. Despite three decades of experience, debate continues regarding the "success" of these efforts. During planning, design, or construction phases of dredged material marsh projects, interagency discussions about the potential for success or issues related to site design frequently become bogged down because of personal opinions and impressions based on limited experience with dredged material marshes. All too often, information from the scientific literature is ignored. Over the past year, three studies that will add useful information to these discussions have been completed under the Characterization and Restoration of Wetlands Research Program at the U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center, Waterways Experiment Station. All three studies were designed to provide information that could be used by Corps employees involved with planning, design, or construction of dredged material marshes. A special issue one of Wetlands Ecology and Management, targeting dredged material wetland research, will publish all three of these studies some time this year.
Success of Dredged Material Wetlands-Literature Review
A literature review identified several definitions of success, identified problems associated with commonly used approaches to data analyses comparing natural and dredged material marshes, and extracted data from several papers to conduct meta-analyses comparing natural and dredged material marshes. Important findings from this review include the following:
• Use of the term "success" varies widely. Some authors appear to consider establishment of marsh vegetation as the key criterion for success, while others seem to believe that successful although this should only be done on an experimental basis until further information is available. As we move into the new millennium, the Corps will continue to service the nation's dredging needs. Beneficial use of dredged material for marsh creation can make a real contribution to recently called-for national net wetland gain, and research results can contribute to the marsh creation process. 
